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(MSMQ). METHODS: A subsection of the MSMQ was administered to MS patients 
currently not on DMT. They were asked questions about MS, using the health 
beliefs model as well as items regarding their perceptions of barriers to DMT 
initiation. All items were rated on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 being “strongly disagree” 
and 5 being “strongly agree”. Patients who answered “agree” or “strongly agree” 
were combined for chi-square analysis; t-tests were used to compare mean 
scores. RESULTS: Ninety two MS patients reported being non-DMT users. The 
mean age was 58.6 years and 78.3% were female. Only 3.3% of non-DMT users 
agreed or strongly agreed that their MS would improve without treatment.  
The highest agreed upon perceptions of barriers to DMT use dealt with possible 
side effects (58.2%) and potential high cost (51.9%). Splitting the non-DMT  
users into those who never initiated DMT and those who used to take DMT 
revealed significant differences in the impression that physicians lack 
advocating DMT use (44.7% vs. 17.1%, respectively, p<0.01) and dislike for using 
needles (24.3% vs. 46.3%, respectively, p=0.043). CONCLUSIONS: MS patients who 
are not currently on DMT may not seek or re-seek treatment for various reasons. 
It appears certain perceptions regarding MS and DMT influence behavior in 
potential DMT use.  
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OBJECTIVES: To assess sensitivity of the EQ-5D to clinical change in patients 
with Parkinson’s disease with moderate to severe L-dopa induced dyskinesias. 
METHODS: Using data from a Phase IIB, randomized, 13-week, double-blind, 
placebo-controlled, dose-response study of AFQ056, a mGluR5 antagonist, we 
identified all patients with non-missing values for the modified Abnormal 
Involuntary Movement Scale (mAIMS) and the EQ-5D at baseline and week-9 
administrations. Patients were pooled across all six treatment groups (5 active 
drug, 1 placebo). Concurrent validity and responsiveness to clinical change were 
examined for the EQ-5D utility index (range -0.59 - 1.0, with 1 representing 
perfect health), visual analog scale (VAS) (range 0 - 100, with 100 representing 
perfect health), and individual item scores (ranging from no problems to major 
problems [3]), using the mAIMS (range 0 - 24, with 24 representing severe 
dyskinesias) as the criterion variable. RESULTS: Among 197 randomized subjects, 
149 (75.6%) had non-missing values for the EQ-5D and the mAIMS at baseline and 
week 9. The mean (SD) mAIMS total score at baseline was 13.5 (4.8); this measure 
was uncorrelated with all EQ-5D item responses. At week 9, however, mAIMS 
scores were generally higher for patients who reported more problems on EQ-5D 
item responses. While mAIMS scores improved by an average of 4.8 points 
between the baseline and week-9 assessments, the mean EQ-5D utility score and 
EQ-5D VAS improved by only 0.024 and 0.05, respectively, and the number with 
better EQ-5D item responses was approximately equal to the number with worse 
responses. CONCLUSIONS: The EQ-5D demonstrated limited concurrent validity 
in Parkinson’s disease patients with moderate to severe L-dopa induced 
dyskinesias, and the EQ-5D utility index and VAS were unresponsive to clinical 
change. Evidence to support use of the EQ-5D in this population remains 
inadequate.  
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OBJECTIVES: To ascertain the psychometric properties of EuroQol Five 
Dimensional Questionnaire (EQ-5D) among primary caregivers of children with 
autism. The convergent validity, discriminant validity, known-groups validity, 
internal consistency reliability, and floor and ceiling effects of EQ-5D were 
analyzed. METHODS: Using a cross-sectional online survey design, relevant 
study information was collected from 316 primary caregivers of children with 
autism. Study participants were from families of children with autism that were 
registered with the Interactive Autism Network (IAN). Convergent validity of the 
EQ-5D was assessed through its correlation with other measures of similar 
constructs. Discriminant validity was assessed by observing the correlation of 
EQ-5D domains with theoretically unrelated constructs. Known-groups validity 
was tested by comparing EQ-5D index and VAS scores across levels of autism 
severity among the care recipients. Reliability and floor and ceiling effects of the 
EQ-5D were also tested. RESULTS: More than 60% of participants reported 
problems of ‘anxiety/depression’. Convergent and discriminant validity of the 
EQ-5D was good. Significant correlation (convergent validity) was observed 
among EQ-5D index and VAS and (SF-12v2) Physical Component Summary (PCS) 
and Mental Component Summary (MCS) scores. Caregivers’ EQ-5D index and 
VAS scores varied by levels of autism severity among care recipients, providing 
evidence of known-groups validity. Reliability assessed through Cronbach’s 
alpha was less than satisfactory; however, corrected item-total correlations were 
adequate. Floor effects were absent, but ceiling effects were seen for EQ-5D index 
scores. CONCLUSIONS: To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study to 
test the psychometric properties of the EQ-5D among caregivers of children with 
autism. The EQ-5D is a psychometrically sound tool to elicit health state 
preferences among caregivers of children with autism.  
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OBJECTIVES: Health utility of caregivers of children with autism was assessed 
using the EuroQol five-dimensional questionnaire (EQ-5D). Utility scores of 
autism caregivers were compared to norms for the general adult United States 
(US) population. Predictors of health utility were identified. METHODS: A cross-
sectional online survey design was conducted. Caregivers registered with the 
Interactive Autism Network (IAN) were approached for participation in the 
online survey. Three hundred and sixteen usable responses were received. 
Health utility among caregivers was calculated and compared with the US 
population norms using Student’s t-test. Problems in EQ-5D domains and utility 
scores were analyzed by study characteristics using Kruskal-Wallis ANOVA. 
Ordinary least square regression using a fully adjusted multivariable model was 
used to determine the factors predicting health utility of autism caregivers. The 
Bruesh-Pagan test revealed presence of heteroskedasticity. To adjust for 
heteroskedasticity, White’s robust standard error estimates were reported. 
RESULTS: Roughly 94% of caregivers who participated in the study were females. 
As compared to their counterparts in the general US population, caregivers who 
were aged 18-44 years and were females had lower utility scores (P < 0.001). 
Significant differences in utility scores were observed among caregivers. When 
compared to males, females had lower health utility. Caregivers of lower 
socioeconomic status had lower utility scores and reported more problems in 
EQ-5D domains than those from higher socioeconomic status. Caregiver burden 
was inversely correlated with health utility. Caregiver physical and mental 
health status, objective strain, education, and relationship with the care 
recipient were found to significantly predict health utility (adjusted R-squared 
~57%). CONCLUSIONS: Autism caregivers had lower health utility than the 
general adult US population. Utility scores were found to vary by both caregiver 
and care recipient characteristics. There is an immediate need to address health 
concerns among this growing population.  
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OBJECTIVES: To evaluate the United States health-related quality-of-life burden 
of multiple sclerosis (MS) as compared to other debilitating chronic conditions 
using nationally representative data from the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey 
(MEPS). METHODS: We identified a sample of non-institutionalized patients aged 
≥18 with MS (ICD-9 code 340) using MEPS data (1998-2009) and compared them to 
individuals without MS. Similarly, cohorts were generated for the following 
common debilitating chronic conditions and their respective non-condition 
control cohorts: rheumatoid arthritis (ICD-9 code 714.0), diabetes (ICD-9 code 
250.0 – 250.93), inflammatory bowel disease (ICD-9 code 555), depressive disorder 
(ICD-9 code 311), acute coronary syndrome (ICD-9 code 411.1), and asthma (ICD-9 
code 493). The incremental changes for condition versus control were estimated 
for the 12-item Short Form Health Survey (SF-12) physical and mental summary 
scores, and the SF-6D, a preference (utility) measurement adaptation of the Short 
Form-36 questionnaire. We used ordinary least squares regression (separate 
model for each chronic condition versus control comparison) and included 
adjustment for gender, race, ethnicity, region, age, insurance status, education, 
number of chronic conditions other than the analyzed chronic condition, and 
survey year. RESULTS: As compared to other debilitating chronic conditions, the 
adjusted decrement in the SF-12 physical summary score was highest for MS  
(-11.89), followed by rheumatoid arthritis (-7.23), and inflammatory bowel 
disease (-3.94). The adjusted decrement in the SF-12 mental summary score for 
MS was (-2.9), second only to depression (-8.9). The adjusted SF-6D preference 
score deduction was highest for MS (-0.11), followed by depression (-0.10) and 
rheumatoid arthritis (-0.07). The p-values were <0.05 for all listed decrements 
compared to the control cohorts. CONCLUSIONS: MS is associated with the 
lowest HRQoL compared to other debilitating chronic conditions, with the 
exception of depression on the SF-12 metal summary score, demonstrating the 
extreme burden this disease places on the patient and society.  
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OBJECTIVES: To evaluate, from patients’ perspective, the relative importance of 
attributes related to epilepsy and the AEDs used to treat it, as well as the role of 
those attributes on adherence behaviour and quality of life (QoL). METHODS: 
Patients with epilepsy from seven countries completed a discrete choice 
experiment online choosing between AEDs with varying attributes including 
concentration problems, mood changes, balance problems, sleepiness, weight 
gain, seizure frequency, and out of pocket cost. These six attributes were 
identified for inclusion through a review of the literature and product labels. 
Attribute levels were combined in an orthogonal design. Respondents also 
completed three instruments measuring QoL, health state utility (HSU) and 
medication adherence: QOLIE-31-P, EQ-5D-5L, and MMAS-8, respectively. Tri-
level attributes were transformed to a continuous scale. Choice data were 
analysed using a mixed-logit model. Willingness to pay was estimated through 
marginal rates of substitution and using purchasing power parities. Regression 
methods explored the association between preferences, QoL, and adherence. 
